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The western North Carolina community 
has responded to an unprecedented 
situation with unprecedented support 
over the last six months. Since their arrival 
in October, we have resettled over 40 
evacuees from Afghanistan. The response 
of support has been overwhelming and 
consistent. Catholic Charities has received 
hundreds of phone calls, voicemails, emails, 
and inquiries from people looking to get 
involved with the effort. People of goodwill 
have offered donations of free housing, 
cars, bicycles, furniture, appliances, 
bedding, kitchenware, household items, 
gift cards, and financial support. Volunteers 
have provided transportation, bringing 
Afghans to A-B Tech for their English 
classes and various other appointments 

and activities and they’ve welcomed their 
new neighbors by providing home cooked 
meals. The outpouring of financial support 
from the community has made it possible 
to continue to provide quality services 
with our passionate staff. Every member 
of our staff has worked together for 
months to ensure that our new neighbors 
are receiving the help they need and are 
moving the Afghan arrivals through the 
process of getting housing, transportation, 
food, clothing, work authorizations, 
social security cards, language training, 
and employment, along with building a 
community of support for each refugee. It 
is through the support you provide, that 
we can help our new neighbors settle and 
begin to call Asheville home.

A Community of Support
Unprecedented situation met with unprecedented support

That’s a 20% increase in people served from 2020.  Over half of these recipients were children and seniors.

For families in need or in crisis, Christmas can be a very challenging and stressful time with 
worries on how to pay for rent, utilities, food, etc. while simultaneously trying to buy 

Christmas gifts for their loved ones. The global COVID-19 pandemic has further placed 
more undue hardships. 

It was a true team effort between Catholic Charities and the local parishes, including the 
Basilica of St. Lawrence in Asheville, St. Margaret Mary’s in Swannanoa, St. Joan of Arc in 
Candler, and St. Eugene in Asheville. The Western Region Office contacted individuals, 

families, and refugees enduring hardships to offer Christmas support. It is through support 
like yours, that we are able to continue to support these families in need in our community. 

Western North Carolina donors and parishioners have such incredibly big hearts to want to 
help individuals that were total strangers yet connected together by being part of God’s family.

A Merry 
Christmas for All

“And the king will say to them in reply, ‘Amen, I say to you, whatever 
you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me’.”

Matthew 25:40

Western North Carolina generosity, 
combined with the dedication of  
Western Regional Office (WRO)  
staff and volunteers at Catholic  
Charities, led to over 300  
individuals receiving gifts through  
the Angel Tree program in 2021. 

A Message from the  
Regional Director

Jesse Boeckermann
Western Region Director

Thank you for making 2021 a special 
 year in the Western Region Office (WRO)  
of Catholic Charities. We welcomed three new 
staff members and hosted two interns in 2021, 
bolstering our ability to serve people in need in 
the 12 westernmost counties of North Carolina. 
Your support of Catholic Charities makes it 
possible to hire quality staff and provide quality 
programs. The WRO continues its drive-thru 
Food Pantry on Wednesdays and two monthly 
events in conjunction with MANNA FoodBank, 
providing food, diapers, and other necessities to 
people in need. We continue to provide clinical 
mental health counseling services in English 
and Spanish, both in person and virtually, as 
well as provide bilingual case management 
services and financial assistance to help families 
pay for burials and cremations, rent and utility 
bills, and a variety of other needs. Catholic 
Charities assisted families affected by flooding 
in Haywood and surrounding counties last fall, 
providing furniture, food, diapers, clothing, and 
more. The refugee resettlement team, along with 
our full staff, have worked tirelessly to resettle 
over 40 Afghan evacuees and continues to 
support and serve those individuals and families 
as they make the Asheville area their new home. 
All of this is made possible because of you. 
Thank you for everything you offer to support 
our ministry from your prayers, volunteer time, 
and financial support. The Spirit of Hope is alive 
and well in western North Carolina and we are 
looking forward to seeing you at our event on 
May 19, 2022!

With gratitude,

Jesse



50 Orange Street
Asheville, NC 28801

Visit our website ccdoc.org

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

Thursday, May 19, 2022
7:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

Breakfast and Fellowship from 7:00-7:45 a.m.
Spirit of Hope event program from 7:45-8:30 a.m.

Crowne Plaza   |   1 Resort Drive   |   Asheville, NC

At this complimentary event, you will hear the impactful stories of participants being served by  
the Western Region Office of Catholic Charities and be invited to make a gift to support our work.

To RSVP email spiritofhope@ccdoc.org or call 828.820.5153


