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In September, Mark Capon stepped up to 
help Afghan refugees being resettled to the 
Asheville area through Catholic Charities. 
In an extraordinary act of compassion and 

generosity, he moved out of his own home so we could house our 
very first Afghan arrivals in a safe and welcoming environment. 
Mark went on to serve as a donation contact person and team 
lead. He volunteered tirelessly to help with transportation, 
driving our new neighbors to English classes and later on to  
their new found jobs. 

Mark stepped up again and donated storage space in the 
basement below Harvest Records, a record store he co-owns, 
to house donations of bicycles and other supplies that the 
community donated for the Afghan evacuees. 

Mark has been an amazing advocate for Catholic Charities in the 
community. He’s been the face of our volunteers in this fantastic 
effort to resettle over 40 Afghan evacuees and has extended 
steadfast support and friendship to them long after the story was 
no longer front-page news. 

And last but not least, Mark started a GoFundMe for the Afghan 
evacuees. Almost 400 people donated in two months - raising 
awareness and over $30,000 for the Afghans being served at 
Catholic Charities. Congratulations Mark, and thank you for 
creating the Spirit of Hope for Afghan evacuees.

Want to see more photos from the event? 
Scan the QR Code.

2022 SPIRIT OF HOPE  
AWARD WINNER 

Mark Capon

A Message from the  
Regional Director

Jesse Boeckermann
Western Region Director

Thanks to you, the 2022 Spirit of  
Hope (SOH) was an amazing success! 

It was wonderful to gather together on a 
stormy morning in western North Carolina 
to enjoy breakfast and fellowship for the 
good of those we serve, for the good of our 
neighbors in need, and for the good work 
that is done every day at Catholic Charities.

We are so grateful to everyone who 
attended in person, virtually, watched 
the recording, or donated because of the 
event. Special thanks to the Spirit of Hope 
Committee, the Western Region Office 
staff, our volunteers who made the event 
possible, and our local clergy for their 
dedication to Catholic Charities’ work and 
helping people in need. 

We had 18 sponsors, including five 
churches, six businesses, five couples, and 
two Knights of Columbus councils. Thanks 
to their generosity, 100% of the funds raised 
through the Spirit of Hope stay in western 
North Carolina to help people in need!

I hope you enjoy this event edition of 
our quarterly newsletter, highlighting the 
impact and reach of your support. 

Thank you for all you do to help people in 
need in western North Carolina through 
the work of Catholic Charities. You are the 
Spirit of Hope!

Sincerely,

Jesse

$53,500  
Raised

SOH 2022
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A Special Thank You
to the Spirit of Hope Committee


