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Happy New Year! As with each  
new year, we always take time to reflect 
on the blessings of the past year. While 
our communities and neighbors continue 
to experience the ongoing impacts of 
COVID-19, I continue to be humbled by 
the incredible generosity of our donors 
who sacrifice to provide relief to others 
who are struggling. Even more so now 
with the current rising prices of most daily 
necessities, we are fortunate to be able to 
provide assistance such as holiday support, 
food needs, and other aid because of  
your gifts. 

After two years of navigating the impacts 
of COVID-19, we do know that one thing 
is for certain - we need to come together to 
share our faith, have some fun, and enjoy 
each other through fellowship. We are 
excited to announce that the Vineyard 
of Hope event will be held on April 21, 
2022. New this year, we will welcome guests 
with elevated Southern cuisine tasting 
stations throughout the space, a hosted bar, 
a DJ with dancing and a brief program to 
highlight the work of Catholic Charities 
that you make possible. Invitations are 
coming soon so save the date!

Thank you again for all you do to  
ensure that we continue to provide  
hope and help to our neighbors in  
need. We cannot do it without you. 

In gratitude,

Sandy

Community Kitchen Project 
teaches more than just  

cooking skills

As a part of our refugee resettlement program at 
Catholic Charities, we operate our employment 
program. Within this program, we work with par-
ticipants to plan both short- and long-term goals, 
in order to set each one on track for a meaning-
ful career and self-sufficiency. We offer critical job 
training, interviewing skills along with attire need-
ed, introductions to employers, and other support 
necessary for them to gain meaningful, sustainable, 
employment. This work is not done alone. It takes 
many other community partners, who work directly 
with our team, to seek out and employ those who 
are in our programs. 

Since early January, three of our Employment  
Program participants – from both the Supportive 
Services (Encampment) and Refugee Programs – 
have been benefiting from a free job training pro-
gram. The program, held at Galilee Ministries in 
east Charlotte, is called the Community Kitchen 
Project. This program, run by two local gentleman 
who both have extensive restaurant experience and 
are currently working in the industry, was estab-
lished to teach participants cooking skills and gain 
restaurant management training. They are passion-
ate about sharing their skills and experience with 
those in need of employment. Four days a week, 
they meet with participants and teach them. They 
not only teach them, but then share in fellowship 
over the meal they create together. 

Participants not only learn about the restaurant  
industry as a whole, but they also develop a brand-

new skill set. When they are ready for employment, 
they now have the necessary skills and they’ve made 
network connections within the restaurant indus-
try that will lead to employment opportunities at 
area restaurants. The program leaders also provide a 
rich mentorship to the participants, assisting them 
with a myriad of practical life skills while inspiring 
them about their future.

Two of our current participants (pictured) are 
brothers who were resettled in Charlotte with their 
mother and three younger siblings. They will be the 
primary income earners for their home. When shar-
ing their experience with our staff, they shared how 
grateful they are to have this opportunity. It has 
prepared them for an opportunity they would not 
have otherwise had as a path for their prospective 
careers. They have genuine excitement around what 
this means for their future ahead. 

While we depend on other community partners  
to work with us in providing these opportunities,  
it also takes the support of donors, such as your-
selves, who help us meet the needs of each par-
ticipant. Through your support, we are then 
able to provide items of need. For these broth-
ers that meant the ability to be able to purchase 
bikes for transportation to work, interview at-
tire, and additional transportation they need. It is 
because of your generosity that our participants  
receive this necessary support and achieve suc-
cess by having the entirety of their needs met.  
Thank you!
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